Climate Proofing Aquatic Ecosystems:
The need for environmental education, collaborations,
new thinking, and community empowerment
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Intro: What are Aquatic Ecosystems?

Aquatic Ecosystems include a wide variety
of habitats such as

Marshes, peatlands, floodplains

Rivers, steams, ponds, and lakes

Coastal areas such assaltmarshes,

Mangroves, seagrassbeds, coral reefs, rocky shores
Open oceans

Human-made wetlands such as waste-water
treatment ponds, rice fields, and reservoirs



Aqguatic Ecosystem Functions

Services:
U Provisioning1 food, water, fiber, fuel etc.
U Regulating i climate, diseases, water etc.
U Supporting i primary production, soil formation etc,

U Cultural T spiritual, aesthetic, recreational, educational,
etc.

Just over half the world's
population, around 3.2 billion,
live within 120 miles of the coast




Introduction

% Intense development near wetlands, increase in human
population, and economic progress has resulted in
changes to many aguatic ecosystems

¥, Global warming has added another new dimension




Introduction

Nearly every beach on every
coastline Is threatened

Locally (trampling,
pollution) and globally
(sea level rises)

Meanwhile overfishing Is
leading to collapse of many
marine and freshwater
species

Source: Science/FAO



