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 Thai Muang Beach: Local 
Homeowners and Businesses are 

Tired of the Trash 
In August, Sustainable Smiles 

handed out questionnaires to local 
restaurant owners and other local 
businesses along Thai Muang Beach 
concerning trash left on the beach 
and the responses were unanimous. 
All the local owners are tired of the 
amount of trash being left on the 
beach and many business owners 
complained of having to pick up 
after others.  More importantly, 
many restaurant owners think that 
having a dirty beach affects their 
business.  

After approving our proposal to 
clean up Thai Muang Beach and 
provide garbage and recycle bins 
along the beach the local Thai 
government has already taken some 

Waiting for the Day to Come! 
This local resident (left photo) who lives along Thai Muang Beach has been 
picking up trash in front of his house and along Thai Muang beach for over 
20 years.  He stores the picked up trash behind his house making it not 
visible to others. Then once a week, after he has a big pile, he takes the trash 
to the dump himself.  Now that he is in his 70’s this job isn’t so easy for him 
anymore and he is very eager for our project to start.    

immediate measures to help 
improve the health of Thai Muang 
Beach.  They have cleaned up a 
small section of the beach and have 
already provided some trash bins.  
Our next step will be to further 
adapt our proposal to work hand-in-
hand with the local Thai 
government and also ask the Lampi 
National Park Service and Phang-
nga Coastal Fisheries Research and 
Development Center to be involved 
in our project. 

Right now we are working on 
raising enough money to supply the 
beach with enough trash and recycle 
bins to make it sustainable as well 
as provide informational signs about 
the biodiversity and ecology of Thai 
Muang Beach 

  

 

 

The trash from Thai Muang beach 
blown on to other peoples’ property. 

August, 2009 
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Music Shakers Made out of 
Recycled Items 

Home & Life children make musical instruments out of 

recycled items and join together in song and dance. 

In August, Sustainable Smiles 
spent an afternoon with the 
children at Home & Life, along 
with two volunteers from the UK, 
crafting musical instruments made 
out of recycled items.  The 
children and volunteers gathered 
used water bottles, soda cans, 
yogurt cups, paper, and natural 
items such as sand, rocks, and rice 
to make their music shakers.  
After about 2 hours the shakers 
were completed and, Bo, one of 
the older girls at Home & Life 
whose family was affected by the 
2004 tsunami, led the younger 
children around the compound 
singing and dancing.   

We have found that the 
children here love to draw and 
paint so we wanted to show them 
how they can use their artistic 
talents to turn recycled items, 
which are easy for them to come 
by, into something that they can 
play with. 

Our only complaint was that 
some of the children played their 
instruments until late hours of the 
night, keeping the adults up.   

In the future we plan to 
continue doing fun environmental 
activities with the children while 
continuing to build our close 
relationships with the entire family 
at Home & Life.   The learning 
activities we will provide will also 
teach the children something 
different than they would learn in 
the classroom.  Since the children 
are full of energy when they come 
home from school it is important 
for us to do activities with them 
that allow them to be active.   

RECYCLED 
DIRECT MAIL 
ENVELOPES 

Root, the father of Home & 
Life, has also been doing a 
wonderful job making sure the 
children continue to recycle 
everyday and has expanded the 
size of the outdoor recycling units.  
He also takes the children to local 
national parks and beaches 
regularly where they can enjoy 
and learn to appreciate nature.  In 
December, we will start to join on 
these outings and teach the 
children more about their natural 
ecosystems.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Green Team at 

Missoula Federal Credit 

Union has donated their 

used green bar paper for 

us to use to turn into 

direct mailing envelopes.  

We will use these recycled 

mailing envelopes to send 

out thank you cards, 

receipts to donors, and 

for other various needs. 

 

Our 501c3 application has been sent to 

the IRS.  We are now waiting patiently 

to find out if we qualify for tax exempt 

status. 
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English Teachers Prepping Our Students 
 

Teachers from the UK teaching environmental English terms to students age 9 and older 
 

 

 

 

 

We would like to welcome Amy 

Robinson and Andrea to our team.  In 

December, Amy and Andrea Smalley 

will prep the students at  Lampi school 

and  Wat Bpa Tae school for our 8 

week environmental education program 

which will start in January.   

Amy and Andrea are both from the 

UK and teach English Monday through 

Friday at 4 different schools in Thai 

Muang District.  They have volunteered 

to help our project by teaching some of 

the students environmental English 

terms to get them ready for our classes 

which will be taught in both Thai and 

English languages.  

The more English we can 

incorporate into our environmental 

lessons, the better opportunity students 

will have to improve their English skills 

through conversing with native English 

speakers.  By learning English this will 

also provide them the opportunity to 

understand more about environmental 

issues going on globally.    

Amy and Andrea will also be 

assisting with developing our daily 

environmental lesson plans and helping 

organize our beach clean-up in January.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
   

LAMPI SCHOOL 

 
 

Amy Robinson has been 
volunteering and working in 
Thailand off and on since 2006.  
She is well known by the locals in 
Thai Muang district for her kind 
personality. She has donated 
much of her time towards 
volunteering with Fun for Kids, 
Home & Life, Tsunami Volunteer 
Center, Volunteer Teacher 
Thailand, and is currently 
working for Happy Hearts.    

 
 

Andrea Smalley has recently 
come to work and volunteer in 
Thailand. She has a strong 
background in working with 
children and has volunteered 
with a variety of organizations 
teaching students, building 
schools, and protecting natural 
reserve, with organizations such 
as Hands Around the World, Aim 
Higher, and Inkwenkwezi 
Conservation and Community 
Initiative. 
 

 

HELP SUPPORT THIS PROJECT! 
REMEMBER EVEN A SMALL 

DONATION CAN GO ALONG WAY! 
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Project Costs 
The following is an estimate of the project costs for the Thai Muang Beach clean-up and for the environmental 

school education program.  Please keep in mind that these are rough estimates as we are still unsure the quantity 
of bins we will provide on the beach, the number of volunteers that will join our clean-up day, and the exact 
number of students we will be teaching in schools.  We will do our best to find the cheapest and most 
environmentally-friendly options and make informational available to you as soon as possible about how 
donations are being spent. 
 

 

 

 

     Quantity  Cost Per Item ($US) Total ($US) 
THAI MUANG BEACH  
Garbage/Recycle Bins   30-50   ~$30-50  $900-$2000 

Informational Signs   5-12   ~$15-30  $75-$360 

Gloves and Garbage Bags  200 (volunteers) <$1   <$200 

Transportation (Songtail)  3 vehicles  $20-30   $60-$90 

Food & Drink    200 (volunteers) ~$1.20   $240 

Stickers and/or Paint for Bins  --   --   <$200 

Advertizing and material costs  --   --   ~$100  

Monitoring and Maintenance   --   --   ~$150 

Other: chair/table rental,  --   --   ~$150 

 microphone, washing stations, prizes, etc.    Sub Total $2075-$3490 

   

SCHOOL PROGRAM  (8 weeks) 
Teaching Materials    160+ Students  ~$40 per week  $320    
Transportation Costs   4X per week  >$15 per week  $120 
     (includes volunteers)       Sub Total $440 
OTHER  
Office supplies, filing fees, etc.      Sub Total $200                
 

TOTAL  $2715-$4130 
 

 

 Donations  
 

To send donations: 
 

¶ Please make checks payable to Sustainable Smiles, Inc. 
PO BOX 148 
Alberton MT, 59820 USA 

 

¶ Credit Card:  To send donations via credit card use our secure Paypal account.  Visit our 
donation page on our website at www.sustainablesmiles.org to send donations via Paypal. 

 

For more information, questions, or comments please contact us at: 
 

SUSTAINABLE SMILES, INC. 
PO BOX 148 

Alberton, MT 59820 USA 
1-406-370-0226 USA 

011 (66) 084-8411234 THAILAND 
Email: kfranklin@sustainablesmiles.org 
Website: www.sustainablesmiles.org 4 

 

There is no minimum amount.  

 Even $5 can make a big 

difference in the land of 

smiles, Thailand.  

 


